
Fairfax County SEPTA
September 22, 2020 - General Member Meeting
Virtual meeting

________________________________________________________________________________

I. Call to order and President’s Message: The meeting was called to order by Michelle
Cades at 7:00 pm, the SEPTA President. The secretary was online.  The Vice President and
Treasurer were also present.

II. Committee Chair Reports:
Mini-grants Chair Lauren McCaughey shared the new deadline for teacher mini-grants
is Oct 15th and teachers are encouraged to apply for grants to support their virtual
teaching needs.

Reflections Chair Lynn Smith shared that this year’s theme is ‘I Matter’ and the deadline
is October 23rd.  SEPTA presentations need to be from students that require a ‘special
accommodation’

Special Education Liaisons was presented by Michelle Cades for Chair Kate Volpe:
Septa is continuing its liaison program and is looking for parents that want to serve as a
conduit to share information from SEPTA to parents in their school and from parents to
SEPTA. You can find Kate’s information on the agenda for this meeting.

III. Upcoming Events: There are several upcoming events listed on the SEPTA website.
FCPS Mental Health and Wellness Fair

Advisory Committee for Students with Disabilities meets every 2nd Wed and takes open
comments (maximum for 3 minutes) and the FCPS special education staff leadership
attends the meetings.

SEPTA’s next general meeting is October 20th and will include a Q&A with the new
FCPS Assistant Superintendent, Special Services, Michelle Boyd.

IV. Treasurer Report:
Last year’s budget was underspent because of Covid. This year’s budget has an
increase in mini grants using those extra funds. Fundraising is uncertain this year
because of Covid.  The Barnes and Noble sale will go on, but other revenue raising will
be limited.



Michelle Cades explained that there will be a new system for voting to approve the
budget and financial audit that was conducted this summer. Members will be sent an
email asking for them to vote.

The meeting moved into the ‘Unstuck and On Target: You & Your Child Manage During COVID’
presentation by Lauren Kenworthy, Ph.D. and Kristina Hardy, Ph.D. at 7:22 pm.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm.


